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"We remember that they are waiting for us in Alsace and
Lorraine/'68 For the next fifteen months French Cabinets
rose and fell, but public opinion always demanded that
Boulanger be included among the Ministers. During this
period he aimed to increase and strengthen the French army
by every means. Lumber was purchased for new barracks,
increased quantities of picric acid were imported from
Germany for the manufacture of explosives, and French
regular troops were gradually brought back from China and
Africa. The Cabinet, though divided, was finally per-
suaded by Boulanger to approve a trial mobilization of part
of the army for the fall of 1887. When a more cool-headed
and responsible French statesman, like Rouvier, had the
courage to constitute a Cabinet without Boulanger, in May,
1887, this only increased still further the General's popu-
larity, and with it the peril to the internal and external
peace of the country. -He appeared before the ecstatic
crowds on the Paris boulevards. By repeatedly standing for
election to the Chamber of Deputies in the provinces, he
gradually began to secure a national plebiscite in his favor.
There were thousands who looked forward to the overthrow
of the Republic which had been too yielding and concilia-
tory toward Germany and who hoped for a strong dictator-
ship under "le brav* general." French chauvinism was
further stirred by the fiery speeches of Paul Deroulede, by
the activities of the League of Patriots, and by the intem-
perate editorials of the greater part of the French Press.
All these manifestations of French nationalism were duly
reported to Bismarck at length by the German Military
Attache in Paris,69
The German Ambassador, Count Minister, however,
sent moderate and more quieting reports as to conditions
in France, though he admitted that there was an extraordi-
68 Report of the German Military Attache" in Paris; G.P., VI, 133,
69QPMVI, 127 ff.

